	 NEIGHBORHOOD VACANT/ABANDONED BUILDING SURVEY

Department of Metropolitan Development
Indy Land Bank




Inspector’s name:______________________
   Inspection Date:_______________

Property Address:_____________________________
# of Violations:____________
Vacancy Checklist:  (Check all that apply)
· No Window Coverings-

· Boarded Windows and Doors-

· City Wreck Order -“CWO”
· Gas Meter Removed-

· High Weeds and Grass-

· Building Condition (See Back)
· "For Sale" or "For Rent" Signs-
· “Vacancy” Notes or Rubber bands on Mailbox –
· “We Buy Homes” sign on house-
· Other:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Most Important





Least Important
Priority

1

2

3

4

5


· Although these are some of the key factors to determine vacancy status of a property, these are not the only factors.  Each situation could be different.  Use your best judgment.  Keep in mind the fact that some houses meet some of these factors, but are not vacant.  Also, remember that one of these factors may not make a property meet vacancy status.  It is often a combination of multiple factors, some listed and some not.
Inspector Signature: ______________________________________________________
B. Determining Vacancy-To tell if a house was vacant, look for a combination of the following indicators:
· Window Coverings-Paper hanging in the windows or no window coverings.
· Boarded Windows and Doors-Either windows or doors or both are boarded for an extended amount of time.
· City Wreck Designation-"CWO" with a number spray painted on the building. This means this structure is slated for demolition.
· Gas Meter Removed-Gas pipes that used to hold the meter on the side or rear of the house.
· Overgrown Yard and Hedges-Overgrown yards.
· Building Condition-Large holes in the building, siding removed, holes in roof, building leaning, etc. 
· "For Sale" or "For Rent" Signs-For rent or sale signs in the yard. If a vacant house is for sale, the contact information is copied down, so that the agent or owner could be contacted.
· “Vacancy” Notes or Rubber bands on Mailbox –Notes or rubber bands are placed on the door or mailbox by the mailman if mail hasn’t been picked up in a certain amount of time.
· “We Buy Homes”-signs are usually affixed to houses that are vacant and abandoned.
· City Services Conducted-Dates on boards indicate City boarding contractor has sealed the property.  Marion County Health Department has been seen cleaning trash on the property.  City trucks have been seen mowing the yards.
· Know Your Neighborhood-If you know Ms. “Vacantowner” passed away last year and you haven’t seen any activity in that house since then, it should be considered “vacant”.
